 SAINT WENCESLAUS PARISH
The Epiphany of the Lord
January 3, 2016
************************************************
Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com

Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass

************************************************

Contributions from December 24-25:
Adult Envelopes               
                          $2,135.00
Collection Plate                                                            $937.27
Contributions from December 26-27:
Adult Envelopes               
                          $1,858.00

Collection Plate                                                            $228.50

Youth Envelopes                    

  
     $3.50

Votive Candle Donation
s

                 $82.00

************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Mon, Jan 4 – 8am                 (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton) for:
Francis & Leone Beers 
by Loyde & Penny Beers Family

Tue, Jan 5 – 8am 

(St. John Neumann) for:
Jack & Norma Slama

Wed, Jan 6 – 8am 
(Wednesday after Epiphany) for:
Mildred Prew by John & Bernie Kane


Thr, Jan 7 – 8am
    (Thursday after Epiphany) for:
Joseph Sprosty by Tim & Shannon Sprosty
Fri, Jan 8 – 8am 
         (Friday after Epiphany) for:
Frank Nolan by Mark & Barbara Martin
Sat, Jan 9 – 4pm   
     (The Baptism of the Lord) for:
Walter & Martha DuCharme

Sun, Jan 10 – 10am  
     (The Baptism of the Lord) for:
Dan & Agnes Slama by Frank & Lois Oswald

************************************************ 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, January 9th : 4pm
Lector: 
Ken Myers
Ushers:  
Ron Colson & Charles Linder
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, January 10th : 10am
Lector: 
Chris Wolff
Ushers: 
Bob Fisher & Justin Fisher
Servers:        Group A: Chad Achenbach, 

                                         TJ, Noah, & Thomas Sprosty

Sunday, January 10th  Rosary Leaders:
The Tom & Sharon Martin Family

************************************************
January Hospitality Activities:
    Church Cleaning Team           
      Group #4

    Coffee & Rolls (Jan. 17th)                
      Group #5

************************************************

Parish Announcements:
Altar Server Appreciation Matinee

This Sunday, January 3rd every altar server (and his chaperone) is invited to see the 2:55pm showing of Star Wars: The Force Awakens for free at Prairie Cinema.

CCD Resumes


St. Wenceslaus’ CCD classes return this Sunday, January 3rd after 10am Mass. (Sacred Heart’s CCD classes will begin again next Wednesday, January 13th at 6pm.)


Pastoral Council Meeting


Our Pastoral Council will meet this Monday, January 4th at 7pm in the rectory.

Girls’ Clubs


Our Little Flowers Club and new Little Women Hospitality Group will both meet next Wednesday, January 6th at 4:30 in Msgr. Baer Hall at St. Wenceslaus. Contact Heather Kramer at 874-4057 for more details.
RCIA Continues

Join us this Thursday, January 7th at 6:30pm in Msgr. Baer Hall to explore The Eucharist: The Source & Summit of the Christian Life. (A schedule of our upcoming classes is found on the reverse side of this bulletin.)
2016 Parish Calendars

Grab your free parish calendar in the back of church after Mass while supplies last.

************************************************
My Christmas Thanks

To personally thank everyone who wished me well through word, card, or gift this Christmas would be a very difficult task. Yet I would like to express my gratitude for all of your generous kindness, encouragement, and aid this year. As I have said before, I like being your pastor and would be happy to remain here for a decade. Here, as at any assignment, it is the people that make one’s work so satisfying. Thank you for being such a blessing to me.
************************************************

Pope Francis’ January Prayer Intentions
General Intention: Interreligious Dialogue
That sincere dialogue 
among men & women of different faiths 
may produce the fruits of peace & justice.


Evangelistic Intention: Christian Unity
That by means of dialogue & fraternal charity and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, Christians may overcome divisions.

************************************************
The Significance of Anna’s Age & Lifestyle
Sixth Day in the Christmas Octave
1st John 2:12-17 & Luke 2:36-40

[image: image1.jpg]


        Whenever we read the Bible, it is profitable for us to remember that every detail is there for a reason. The sacred authors and the Holy Spirit chose to omit so many minor facts that “I do not think the whole world would contain the books that would be written” if they had described everything. (John 21:25) Instead, all that we find in Scripture has been purposely included for our benefit. (John 20:30-31) Consider the details mentioned in this encounter from the Presentation, when Joseph and Mary brought the baby Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem for the first time:

        “There was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.”
        This is the only episode in the New Testament where the prophetess Anna appears. Why does St. Luke include Anna’s age and the length of her marriage? Let’s explore this obscure detail. The 84-year-old widow was married for seven years, and thus was unmarried for 77 years of her life. She is 7 x 12: the Jewish number symbolizing completeness and perfection, times the number of the tribes of Israel. Anna personifies Old Testament Israel at her best. But of the twelve tribes, which tribe would correspond with Anna’s seven years of marriage?

        After the death of Saul, all the tribes of Israel came to David (of the tribe of Judah) seeking to make him their king. They said: “Look! We are your bone and your flesh,” echoing the words of Adam towards Eve at the beginning of their marriage covenant, “This one, at last, is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” (2nd Samuel 5:1, Genesis 2:23) Old Testament Israel had been wedded for a time to David, but now she awaited the kingship of another Son of David from the tribe of Judah. While David had once conquered Jerusalem from the Jebusites, Anna and others in her day were “awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem” by the Christ. (1st Chronicles 11:4-5)

        Living like a Christian nun veiled in anticipation of her bridegroom’s arrival, Anna “never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer.” Why would Anna, or any woman, choose to live in this way? St. John’s first epistle offers this admonition:

        “Do not love the world or the things of the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, sensual lust, enticement for the eyes, and a pretentious life, is not from the Father but is from the world. Yet the world and its enticement are passing away. But whoever does the will of God remains forever.”
************************************************
        Though Anna understood the evil corruptions of “the world,” she was also well aware of the goodness of creation. She had known the blessings of marriage and the (at least occasional) pleasures of feasting, but Anna knew that these passing things could not fully satisfy her. Her deepest longings could only be met by the One to come, not only for her but for all Jews and Gentiles. When Jesus Christ came to the temple, Anna rejoiced, gave thanks, and “spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.” Because she devoted herself to “the will of God,” Anna’s scriptural legacy and joy before the Lord ‘remain forever.’


************************************************


2016 RCIA Schedule
Jan 7th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Feltes

The Eucharist:

The Source and Summit of the Christian Life

Jan 14th — No Class

Jan 21st @ 6:30pm with Fr. Beya

A Walk Through Mass: 

Exploring the Sacred Liturgy

Jan 28th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Weighner

Penance and Anointing of the Sick: 
God’s Mercy Revealed

Feb 4th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Weighner
Matrimony and Holy Orders: 

The Sacraments of Service and Communion  

Feb 11th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Feltes

A Catholic Moral Vision: 

Virtue, Grace, and the Path to Happiness 

Feb 18th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Beya

A Love That Lasts: 

Discovering Authentic Love

Feb 25th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Weighner

A Love That Lasts: 

God’s Plan for Sexuality  

Mar 3rd @ 6:30pm with Fr. Weighner
Catholic Social Teaching: 

Building a Civilization of Love
Mar 10th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Beya

Catholic Social Teaching: 

Protecting the Dignity of the Human Person
Mar 17th @ 6:30pm with Fr. Feltes


Easter Vigil Preparation / Make-Up Class
************************************************
(  A fifth century fragment depicting Anna the Prophetess








