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Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com

Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass


************************************************

Contributions from February 13-14:

Adult Envelopes               
                          $1,003.00
Collection Plate                                                            $292.00
Youth Envelopes



      $9.15
Catholic Life Subscriptions  


  $96.00

************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Mon, Feb 22 – 8am    (Feast of the Chair of St. Peter) for:
Bridget Achenbach & Family by Joe Dohn

Tue, Feb 23 – 8am       
       (St. Polycarp of Smyrna) for:
Jack & Norma Slama

Wed, Feb 24 – 8am 

    (Lenten Weekday) for:
Ivan & Marjorie Trautsch by Joyce Fisher

Thr, Feb 25 – 8am  

    (Lenten Weekday) for:
Kristina Colson by Larry & Sharee Severson

Fri, Feb 26 – 8am        

    (Lenten Weekday) for:
Frank Pintz by Damaris Pintz
Sat, Feb 27 – 4pm     

 (3rd Sunday of Lent) for:
Albert & Elizabeth Check

Sun, Feb 28 – 10am 

 (3rd Sunday of Lent) for:
The Living & Deceased of 
St. Wenceslaus & Sacred Heart

************************************************ 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, February 21st  : 4pm
Lector: 
Gloria Wall  
Ushers:  
Art Wall & Derek Wall
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, February 22nd  : 10am
Lector: 
Chris Wolff
Ushers: 
Dan Sprosty & Larry Walz
Servers:        Group A: Chad Achenbach, 

                    

TJ, Noah, & Thomas Sprosty

Sunday, February 22nd   Rosary Leaders:
The Donnie & Mona Fisher Family

************************************************ 


February Hospitality Activities:

    Church & Hall Cleaning 

  Group #5

    Coffee & Rolls (Feb. 21)

  Group #6

************************************************


Parish Announcements:
Coffee & Rolls


Join us this Sunday after 10am Mass for community & refreshments in Msgr. Baer Hall.
Lenten Penance Service

        This Sunday, February 21st at 3pm, Sacred Heart in Wauzeka will host our deanery Lenten penance service. Visiting this pilgrimage church can obtain a plenary indulgence during this Year of Mercy.

Stations of the Cross

        Experience this ancient Lenten devotion this Tuesday, February 23rd at 7pm in St. Wenceslaus Church.

St. Wenceslaus Book Club
        This Wednesday, February 24th at 7:30 pm we will be discuss chapters 4 through 7 in “Meet Your Mother: A Brief Introduction to Mary” in the parish rectory.

RCIA
        Our group meets this Thursday, February 25th at 6:30pm in Msgr. Baer Hall for “A Love That Lasts: God's Plan for Sexuality.”
Women’s Conference

        A Saturday, February 27th a women’s event called “Embracing Your Call to Holiness”
will be held in Altoona (near Eau Claire.) Registration brochures are available. If interested, call Heather Kramer at 874-4057.

Baptism Preparation

        Expecting a new baby? Contact Father to schedule your baptismal prep sessions.

Gifts for Mothers & Babies

        Gerard Hall, which aids in crisis pregnancy situations in La Crosse, is seeking any supplies for mothers and babies (up to age two.) Leave your donations in the box in our church entryway anytime this Lent.

Golden Wedding Anniversary?

        Contact Father if you are celebrating your 50th  anniversary this year to be offered a special invitation.

2015 Statements & 2016 Boxes

        Pick up your contribution records and perhaps an envelope box from the back of church.

Catholic Times/Life Envelopes

        In February, our contribution boxes contain envelopes for “subscriptions” to the diocese’s publication. The new “Catholic Life” magazine is delivered to all households, but the traditional $8 suggested donation would be appreciated.

************************************************
Good Causes to Support this Lent
        In addition to traditions of prayer and fasting, Lent is also a season dedicated to almsgiving—giving to the poor and those in need. Below are some worthy Catholic charitable causes to support this Lent (self-addressed envelopes for these are available in the back of Church while supplies last):
(  The Diocesan Annual Appeal—which sponsors the Church’s Catholic charitable, pastoral, and educational missions throughout Western Wisconsin. [Address checks to “D.A.A.” and send to the parish: P.O. Box 109, Eastman WI 54626]
(  Our Mission Parish in Santa Cruz, Bolivia—the poorest country in South America. [Missions Office, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse WI 54602-4004]
(  Our Casa Hogar Orphanage in Lima, Peru. [Missions Office, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse WI 54602-4004]
(  Our Diocesan Vocations Office—which funds the seminary educations of our future priests. [P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse WI 54602-4004]
(  Catholic Charities of the Diocese of La Crosse—which proclaims the Gospel of Life and promotes human dignity, alleviates poverty and strengthens individuals and families. [P.O. Box 266, La Crosse WI 54602-0266]
(  Catholics Come Home—which broadcasts powerful TV and radio ads inviting Catholics back to our Faith. [560 W. Crossville Road, Suite 101, Roswell GA 30075-7509]
(  The Society for the Propagation of the Faith—this pontifical society coordinates aid to missionary priests, brothers, and nuns in missions around the world. [P.O. Box 729, New York NY 10138-0972]
(  Catholic Near East Welfare Association—this papal agency serves the churches and peoples of the Middle East, northeast Africa, India and Eastern Europe with humanitarian and pastoral support. [1011 1st Ave., New York NY 10022-4195]
************************************************
The Martyrdom of St. Polycarp

        In the Asia Minor city of Smyrna, persecution broke out against Christians and some were put to death for their faith. But the agitated mob wanted to cut off the church there by getting rid of their leader, the now aged Polycarp. The believers hid Polycarp in a farmhouse. (The leaders there taught that one should not seek out martyrdom, but neither should it be avoided if there was no choice and it meant denying Christ). The authorities found the farm house and came to arrest the old man. He welcomed his captors as if they were old friends and gave them food and drink. He asked for an hour to pray before being taken to the arena. They relented. The hour stretched into two hours. The officers, overhearing his prayers began to wonder what they were doing arresting an old man like this.

        Polycarp was brought into the arena. Instead of Polycarp begging for his life we find the proconsul 
************************************************
St. John Chrysostom on Prayer
From a 5th century homily

        Prayer and converse with God is a supreme good: it is partnership and union with God. As the eyes of the body are enlightened when they see light, so our spirit when it is intent on God, is illumined by his infinite light. I do not mean the prayer of outward observance but prayer from the heart, not confined to fixed times or periods but continuous throughout the day and night.

        Our spirit should be quick to reach out toward God, not only when it is engaged in meditation; at other times also, when it is carrying out its duties, caring for the needy, performing works of charity, giving generously in the service of others, our spirit should long for God & call him to mind, so that these works may be seasoned with the salt of God's love, and so make a palatable offering to the Lord of the universe. Throughout the whole of our lives we may enjoy the benefit that comes from prayer if we devote a great deal of time to it.

        Prayer is the light of the spirit, true knowledge of God, mediating between God and man. The spirit, raised up to heaven by prayer, clings to God with the utmost tenderness; like a child crying tearfully for its mother, it craves the milk that God provides. It seeks the satisfaction of its own desires, and receives gifts outweighing the whole world of nature.

        Prayer stands before God as an honored ambassador. It gives joy to the spirit, peace to the heart. I speak of prayer, not words. It is the longing for God, love too deep for words, a gift not given by man but by God's grace. The apostle Paul says: “We do not know how we are to pray but the Spirit himself pleads for us with inexpressible longings.”
        When the Lord gives this kind of prayer to a man or woman, he gives him riches that cannot be taken away, heavenly food that satisfies the spirit. One who tastes this food is set on fire with an eternal longing for the Lord: his spirit burns as in a fire of the utmost intensity.

        Practice prayer from the beginning. Paint your house with the colors of modesty and humility. Make it radiant with the light of justice. Decorate it with the finest gold leaf of good deeds. Adorn it with the walls and stones of faith and generosity. Crown it with the pinnacle of prayer.  In this way you will make it a perfect dwelling place for the Lord. You will be able to receive him as in a splendid palace, and through his grace you will already possess him, his image enthroned in the temple of your spirit.

************************************************

pleading with this aged bishop to just curse Christ so he would be released. Polycarp's reply was loud and clear: “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and he never did me any injury; how then can I blaspheme my King and my Savior.” He was burned alive. The Christians present said there was a joyful radiance on Polycarp's face as he died. Believers were allowed to bury his remains on February 22, probably in the year 155 AD. Churches near and far from Smyrna observed this date in years to come and drew strength from the testimony of this old, old, man who would not deny Christ, no matter what it cost him. (Christianity.com)
************************************************






