 SAINT WENCESLAUS PARISH
Laetare Sunday/ Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 6, 2016
************************************************
Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com


Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass


************************************************

Contributions from February 27-28:

Adult Envelopes               
                          $1,087.00
Collection Plate                                                            $353.80
Youth Envelopes



     $4.70

************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Mon, Mar 7 – 8am    

    (Lenten Weekday) for:
Jack & Norma Slama

Tue, Mar 8 – 8am       

    (Lenten Weekday) for:
Kristina Colson by Lonnie & Jane Achenbach

Wed, Mar 9 – 8am 

    (Lenten Weekday) for:
Leo J. Martin by Mark & Barbara Martin

Thr, Mar 10 – 8am  
                   (Lenten Weekday) for:
Joseph Jamnik by Gary & Judy Becwar

Fri, Mar 11 – 8am        

    (Lenten Weekday) for:
Leon & Cary Beers
Sat, Mar 12 – 4pm     

 (5th Sunday of Lent) for:
Blessings on Lavern Bird, his Family, & Vocation

Sun, Mar 13 – 10am 

 (5th Sunday of Lent) for:
Blessings on the Tim & Carol Trautsch Family

************************************************

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, March  12th  : 4pm
Lector: 
Brian Sipos
Ushers:  
Ron Colson & Charles Linder
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, March  13th  : 10am
Lector: 
Greg Fisher
Ushers: 
Tom Boland & Chris Wolff
Servers:        Group C: Lane Wall, Samuel 
              Kramer, Andrew Deegan, Chad Achenbach

Sunday, March  13th  Rosary Leaders:
The Tom & Sharon Martin Family

************************************************
March Hospitality Activities:

    Coffee & Rolls (March 20th)
  Group #1

    Church & Hall Cleaning 

  Group #6


************************************************

Parish Announcements:
Baptismal Prep

        Our next, complete, single-session evening for baptismal preparation will be this Saturday, March 12th beginning at 5pm in the rectory.

Finance Council Meeting

        This Monday, March 7th our Finance Council will meet at 7pm in the rectory.

Stations of the Cross

        Join us this Tuesday, March 8th at 7pm in St. Wenceslaus Church for this holy devotion.
St. Wenceslaus Book Club
        This Wednesday, March 9th at 7:30 pm in the rectory to discuss the remainder of our book, “Meet Your Mother.”

RCIA
        Come Thursday, March 10th at 6:30pm in Msgr. Baer Hall to learn more “Catholic Social Teaching: Protecting the Dignity of the Human Person.”
Young Ladies Groups
        The Little Women’s Hospitality Group and The Little Flowers Girl’s Club will be gathering this Saturday, March 12th at 9am in Msgr. Baer Hall. The Little Women will be making hospitality aprons and should bring scissors, one yard fabric with thread to match, 7.5 to 8 ft. of thick ribbon, and the following if they have them: sewing machines, straight pins, ironing boards, and irons. All young ladies are invited to call Heather Kramer to join the Little Women (874-4057) or Shawna Walz to join the Little Flowers (874-4663).
Gifts for Mothers & Babies

        Donations for the Gerard Hall crisis pregnancy center may be left in the box in back of church.
2015 Tax Statements

        Pick up your church contribution statements from the back of church.


************************************************

Easter Triduum Schedule
Holy Thursday — Mar 24th 

7pm @ St. Wenceslaus

Good Friday — Mar 25th

2pm @ St. Wenceslaus
Easter Vigil — Mar 26th

8:30pm @ St. Wenceslaus
Easter Sunday — Mar 27th

8am @ Sacred Heart

10am @ St. Wenceslaus
        Those wishing to volunteer for lectoring, ushering, or altar serving during this Easter Triduum are invited to sign up on the sheet in 
the back of church.

************************************************
Time Travel & God’s Prophesies
        Many science-fiction stories have explored the idea of traveling through time and changing the past. For example, 1980’s “The Final Countdown” imagined a modern-day U.S. aircraft carrier being transported back to 1941 and facing the choice of either thwarting the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor or allowing history play out unchanged. In the early 1990’s, the TV time-traveler Dr. Sam Beckett would “Quantum Leap” into other people’s lives, “striving to put right what once went wrong.” Just last fall, the internet hotly-debated the morality of going back in time to kill Adolf Hitler when he was still too young to have chosen or have committed any crimes.

        Is it possible to go back in history and change the past? There’s good reason to think that it is logically impossible. Here’s why: Imagine traveling back in time and, by tragic accident, killing your grandparent as a child. This would mean that one of your parents would have never been born… so you would never have been born… which raises the question: who killed your grandparent? Or imagine a time-traveler’s intended history-changing mission succeeding, such as preventing the JFK assassination. If so, then there is no cause for the time-traveler to have ever been sent back from the future at all. This sort of logical-contradiction is called a paradox.

        Most serious time-travel stories avoid this paradox problem using the premise that the past can be visited but never truly altered. Time-travelers simply fulfill the role they have always played in those past events. Any and all attempts to avert some disaster in history will either prove useless or actually contribute to bringing the calamity about.
        Time-travel is merely fantasy, but the prophesies of God, which have correctly foretold future events, are very real. Consider, for instance, these passages from the 22nd Psalm written by King David under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit some 1,ooo years before the coming of Christ:

         “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? … All who see me mock me… Like water my life drains away; all my bones are disjointed. My heart has become like wax, it melts away within me. As dry as a potsherd is my throat; my tongue cleaves to my palate… They have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones. They stare at me and gloat; they divide my garments among them; for my clothing they cast lots. …
I will live for the Lord…”
        This psalm is clearly fulfilled in Christ’s sufferings on the cross; the onlookers’ gloating mockery, the gambling over his garments, his dehydration and laboring heart, wounds cutting to his bones. What other form of torture pierces hands and feet? Jesus spoke this psalm’s opening words even while sharing 
     

the psalm’s closing hope in a life restored.            
These events were accurately described a millennium before they occurred.

         God prophesying future events raises questions about human freewill. If Jesus’ crucifixion could be long foretold, then what responsibility could Judas, Caiaphas, or Pontius Pilate possibly bear for their roles in the Passion? The answer is that Eternal God, from his vantage-point outside of time, can behold all of history, including the free choices that each of us make. C.S. Lewis reconciles God’s knowledge and our freedom in these passages from his book “Mere Christianity”: 
         “…God is outside and above the Time-line. In that case, what we call ‘tomorrow’ is visible to Him in just the same way as what we call ‘today’. All the days are ‘Now’ for Him. He does not remember you doing things yesterday; He simply sees you doing them, because, though you have lost yesterday, He has not. He does not ‘foresee’ you doing things tomorrow; He simply sees you doing them: because, though tomorrow is not yet there for you, it is for Him. You never supposed that your actions at this moment were any less free because God knows what you are doing. Well, He knows your tomorrow’s actions in just the same way— because He is already in tomorrow and can simply watch you. In a sense, He does not know your action till you have done it: but then the moment at which you have done it is already ‘Now’ for Him.”
        God’s knowledge of our free choices does not make our choices any less free. As St. Augustine once noted, “Just as you do not compel past events to happen by your memory of them, so God does not compel events of the future to take place by his knowledge of them.” God’s divine knowledge does not strip us of human freewill, but it does permit him to communicate perfect prophesies to his people concerning events further along our timeline. Such prophesies concern not only the Messiah, but our times and future as well.

        Jesus Christ has already victoriously prevailed. His Second Coming in glory is foretold and assured, and his people’s final victory over sin and death is prophesized and certain. This is the connection between time-travel stories and the prophesies of God: Like the futility of time-travelers attempting to avert some historic disaster, any and all attempts to prevent the ultimate triumph of Christ will either prove useless or actually contribute to bringing about the coming of his Kingdom. The enemies of Jesus schemed to destroy him and his movement, but their very plotting led to the fulfillment of his mission and the birth of the Church. This knowledge is a cause for Christian endurance and joy, even amidst our times of struggle. We know that we are free to serve a faithful role in helping to bring about the great, holy, happy ending of history.







