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Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass


************************************************

Contributions from May 14-15:

[These totals will be published in next week’s bulletin]

************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Mon, May 23 – 8am                                       (Weekday) for:
Marianne Picha by Lonnie & Jane Achenbach
Tue, May 24 – 8am

    
   (Weekday) for:
Blessings on Bridget Achenbach & Family
by Joe Dohn


Wed, May 25 – 8am                    

   (Weekday) for:
Dale Duha by Mark & Muriel Kramer


Thr, May 26 – 8am                                (St. Philip Neri) for:
Jack & Norma Slama

Fri, May 27 – 8am                  

   (Weekday) for:
John Walz by Fred & Norma Wagner

Sat, May 28 – 4pm       
       (Feast of Corpus Christi) for:
Merrill McMillin by Robert McMillin

Sun, May 29 – 10am 
       (Feast of Corpus Christi) for:
Deceased Members of the Swatek Family 
by Florence Kilburg

************************************************ 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, May 28th : 4pm
Lector: 
Ken Myers
Ushers:  
Art Wall & Derek Wall
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, May 29th  : 10am
Lector: 
Chris Wolff
Ushers: 
Randy Kramer & Tim Sprosty
Servers:        
Group F: Matthew & Isaac Kramer,

                               Nicholas Walz, Tucker DuCharme

Sunday, May 29th  Rosary Leaders:
The Tom & Sharon Martin Family

************************************************

May Hospitality Activities:

     Church & Hall Cleaning 

Group #2


************************************************

Parish Announcements:
Father Away This Week

        Father will be away this week, studying outside Chicago. There will be no daily Masses this week, but Father intends to be back for next weekend.

Summer Bible Camp

        The Dominican sisters will return this June 13th-17th to St. Wenceslaus to teach our youth. Registration forms are available in the back of church.


Picnic & Homecoming Raffle

        Wish to donate to our fall picnic raffle? Please call Ronald & Joanne Prew at 874-4542 before June 15th. New raffle donations are welcome.

Learning Spiritual Discernment

        This summer, will have a five-week program, meeting once a week, to learn about the prayerful discernment of spirits though St. Ignatius of Loyola’s “Rules for Discernment.” Our companion text will be Fr. Tim Gallagher’s “The Discernment of Spirits” (ISBN#0-8245-2291-5). Please RSVP with Father for details.
A Lot of Landscaping Blocks

        Our parish has some 270 grey landscaping blocks for sale, as is, as a single lot. Any bids for them are due to Father by May 22nd. 

Updating Our PCCW Group List

        Do you have a new phone number or would you like to be added (for the first time) to the ladies’ group list? Call Jane Achenbach at 874-4420.

Our Memorial for the Unborn
        If you would like to contribute toward our coming memorial stone, please leave a marked envelope in the collection.

Our Annual Appeal

        By our parish’s generosity we have raised 86% of our target. If you are among the ⅔ yet to respond, please help close our ($1,921) gap before June 30th.

Diocesan Mission Trip
        This July 6th -13th mission will do flood relief in South Carolina. The cost is $420, though grants available. Call Mary Stoeffler at 563-329-0149 for details.

Queen of the Americas Guild Conference

        This gathering, held July 29th & 30th at the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, will explore “Divine Mercy and the Freedom of Religion.” Visit QueenOfTheAmericasguild.org or call 630-584-1822 for details.

************************************************
The Old Covenant’s (Surprising)
Last Seven Prophets

        A prophet is someone enlightened by God to reveal his message. Each Sunday, we familiarly proclaim the Holy Spirit has “spoken through the prophets,” but the identities of the seven last Old Covenant prophets (as seen in the Bible) may surprise you.
#7 :  The Author of 2nd Maccabees
        Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament, yet the Bible’s books do not always appear in chronological order. Our separated Protestant brethren would identify Malachi as the last prophetic book in the Old Testament, but the Church’s Bible includes seven books which they exclude. The last of these is 2nd Maccabees, written during the 1st century BC.
        The author of 2nd Maccabees, who chronicles the Jews’ successful rebellion against their Greek persecutors, does not seem to know he writes by divine inspiration. In his closing remarks he adds, “If [this story] is well written and to the point, that is what I wanted; if it is poorly done and mediocre, that is the best I could do.” (15:38) However, neither does St. Paul appear to grasp that his letters to the churches would be revered on the level of Genesis, Joshua, or Daniel. This shows that God can use us in amazing ways, in perfect accord with his will, even if we fail to recognize it at the time.

#6 & #5 :  St. Zachariah & St. Elizabeth
        Zachariah and his wife, Elizabeth, are old and childless. But the Archangel Gabriel appears to Zachariah in the Temple and says that they shall have a son. Although he knows that God has blessed with children elderly and barren couples of old, Zachariah disbelieves the message. In response, he is put on a forty-week silent retreat. Zachariah becomes mute and apparently deaf as well (since his neighbors and relatives will later resort to making gestures to ask him the name of his newborn son.) Though he cannot tell his pregnant wife of their unborn son’s great mission, Elizabeth receives insights from the Holy Spirit.
        When she hears the greeting of her visiting relative, Elizabeth is “filled with the holy Spirit” and cries out in a loud voice, “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!” The Blessed Virgin’s belly has not yet begun to grow, but Elizabeth prophesizes and confirms to Mary that she is indeed pregnant with a boy who is “the Lord.” 
        The Holy Spirit also seems to reveal to Elizabeth the name of her child: “John,” a name unfamiliar to her family. At the naming ceremony, Zechariah regains his voice, confirms her word, and “filled with the holy Spirit, prophesie[s]” through the canticle which bears his name. This holy, prophetic couple would prepare their son for the great mission prepared for him by God.

#4 :  The Blessed Virgin Mary
        The Archangel Gabriel declared unto Mary that she would conceive the Son of God by the Holy Spirit. But is Mary a prophetess? Unlike Elizabeth and Zachariah, Luke’s Gospel does not say Mary, “filled with the Holy Spirit, prophesied,” or “filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice.” However, as Fr. Raymond Brown observed, the Annunciation to Mary shares the biblical form of a prophetic calling (like those of Moses, Gideon, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel before her):
       (1) An Encounter with God or His Angel 
       (2) An Introductory Word
       (3) A Call or Commission
       (4) Objection(s) to the Message 
       (5) Reassurance by God or His Angel 
       (6) A Sign is Given
        In her later canticle, Blessed Mary speaks a prophesy which remains fulfilled in our midst: “Behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed.” Mary is a prophetess, filled with the Holy Spirit, who bears God’s Word.
#3 & #2 :  St. Simeon & St. Anna

        When the baby Jesus’ parents brought him to the Temple for the first time, they were met by Simeon and Anna; she was “a prophetess” and  “[t]he holy Spirit was upon him.” Simeon “came in the Spirit into the temple,” took Jesus in his arms, and declared him “a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” Anna likewise came forward at that very time and “gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem.” (Luke 2)
        Simeon may have been advanced in years, but “it had been revealed to him by the holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Messiah of the Lord.” Anna, for her part, was an eighty-four-year-old widow who “never left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer.” Anna and Simeon show us how the old can bless the young through sharing the word of the Lord they have personally come to know.

#1 :  St. John the Baptist

        We do not know how many Old Covenant prophets God inspired after the author of 2nd Maccabees. (A case might be made for the Bethlehem shepherds and the Magi as well.) But we do know that John the Baptist represents the last Old Covenant prophet, the forerunner to the New Covenant Christ. He is “more than a prophet,” Jesus says, “All the prophets and the law prophesied up to the time of John. … Amen, I say to you, among those born of women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
        At baptism, each Christian is entrusted with a prophetic mission. As those enlightened with God’s ultimate revelation, we are to share this Word. As great as it is to proclaim Christ’s coming, to proclaim his triumph is still greater.






