SAINT WENCESLAUS PARISH
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 14, 2016
************************************************

Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com


Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass


************************************************

Contributions from August 6-7:
Adult Envelopes               
                      $1,255.00

Collection Plate                                                  $194.00
Youth Envelopes


                 $3.50
Votive Candle Donations

              $98.00
Mission Coop Envelopes
      
            $467.00

Mission Coop Plate
       

            $466.00


************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Mon, August 15 – 8am (Sol. of the Assumption) for:
Parishioners who Have Suffered 
the Loss of a Child
Tue, August 16

No Mass — Shrine Pilgrimage

Wed, August 17 – 8am                          (Weekday) for:
Bridget Achenbach 
by Frank & Ginger Giacomazzo

Thr, August 18 – 8am                           (Weekday) for:
Jack & Norma Slama
Fri, August 19 – 8am                             (Weekday) for:
John Walz by Gary & Judy Becwar

Sat, Aug. 20 –4pm    (21st Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
Merrill McMillin by Robert McMillin

Sun, Aug. 21–10am  (21st Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
The Deceased Members of the Kilburg Family by Florence Kilburg

************************************************ 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, August 20th : 4pm
Lector: 
Ken Myers 
Ushers:  
Art Wall & Derek Wall
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, August 21st  : 10am
Lector: 
Greg Fisher            
Ushers: 
Tom Boland & Chris Wolff
Servers:        
Group D: Gabe & Jacob Martin, 
 
                  Kamren Bachman, Dylan Wright 

Sunday, August 21st  Rosary Leaders:
               The Donnie & Mona Fisher Family

************************************************
Parish Announcements:
Solemnity of the Assumption
        August 15th is not a holy day of obligation this year (due to its proximity to Sunday.) However, Mary would still be pleased by you sharing this feast day with her. These are Monday's Mass times:


8am at St. Wenceslaus


7pm at Sacred Heart
Knights of Columbus Picnic
        The Knights’ summer picnic is this Sunday, August 14th at 1pm at the Eastman park shelter.
Baptismal Prep Classes
        A two-night baptismal preparation series will be offered this Friday and Saturday, August 19th & 20th in the parish rectory.
Hosting TV Masses
        On Wednesday, August 24th, beginning at 6:30pm, two diocesan TV Masses will be filmed at St. Wenceslaus church. Please consider joining us so that our parish may be well-represented.
************************************************
Shrine Pilgrimage
        Register for this Tuesday's, August 16th pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help near Green Bay. The bus will depart from the St. Wenceslaus parking lot at 7:30am and return there about 7:30pm the same day. We tour the shrine's grounds, learn of its history, and celebrate a Mass there. This pilgrimage is free, but you must deliver a deposit to St. Wenceslaus to reserve your spots on the bus ($15 per person or $75 per family, whichever is less.) This check will be returned to you when you attend the pilgrimage. Required release forms for minors are available in the back of church. Remember to pack sack lunches. Please contact Father by phone or email with any additional questions.
************************************************
Unborn Memorial Contributors
        Our special thanks goes to all those who contributed toward the full cost our parish's memorial in remembrance of unborn children:

Our Parish Council of Catholic Women
Our Knights of Columbus
Dale & Rosemary Hall
The Eastman-Area Pro-Life Club

Roy & Heather Kramer
Don & Toni Lenzendorf

Loyde & Pat Beers

Fr. Victor Feltes

The Martin Family

Donna Starkey

Tom & Mary Ann Boland

Greg & Amy Oppriecht
Chris & Jeanne Wolff

************************************************

August Hospitality Activities:
     Church & Hall Cleaning 

Group #5
     Coffee & Rolls (August 21st)
Group #6
************************************************
[image: image1.jpg]


Perspective for Our Times

         “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way – in short, the period was so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative degree of comparison only.”

         So begins Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities. Our time is a mixture of good things and bad. In some ways we’re progressing, while in others we’re in decline. Some despair, but the trials of past generations were far worse than ours. As St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430 A.D.) said:

         “Is there any affliction now endured by mankind that was not endured by our fathers before us? What sufferings of ours even bears comparison with what we know of their sufferings? And yet you hear people complaining about this present day and age because things were so much better in former times. I wonder what would happen if they could be taken back to the days of their ancestors–would we not still hear them complaining?  You may think past ages were good, but it is only because you are not living in them.” 

         There has been no perfect “Golden Age” since Eden. We learn from the New Testament that even the first-century Christian communities had controversies within and persecutions from without. Yet pining for a romanticized past pairs with an opposite, pervasive error today: thinking that “old things” have nothing to teach or offer us. C.S. Lewis noted this modern disposition in 1955:

         “…Chronological snobbery [is] the uncritical acceptance of the intellectual climate common to our own age and the assumption that whatever has gone out of date is on that account discredited. You must find why it went out of date. Was it ever refuted (and if so by whom, where, and how conclusively) or did it merely die away as fashions do? If the latter, this tells us nothing about its truth or falsehood. From seeing this, one passes to the realization that our own age is also ‘a period,’ and certainly has, like all periods, its own characteristic illusions. They are likeliest to lurk in those widespread assumptions which are so ingrained in the age that no one dares to attack or feels it necessary to defend them.”

         The ignorant dismissal of the past leads to foolishness today. All advocate for change, but not all change is progress. For example, naively tearing down the wrong fences can permit evils to get in. G.K. Chesterton wrote in 1929:

         “In the matter of reforming things, as distinct from deforming them, there is one plain and simple principle; a principle which will probably be called a paradox. There exists in such a case a certain institution or law; let us say, for the sake 
of simplicity, a fence or gate erected across a road. 


The more modern type of reformer goes gaily up 
to it and says, “I don’t see the use of this; let us clear it away.” To which the more intelligent type of reformer will do well to answer: “If you don’t see the use of it, I certainly won’t let you clear it away. Go away and think. Then, when you can come back and tell me that you do see the use of it, I may allow you to destroy it.”


         We live in a time filled with serious problems and great blessings. We have grave reasons for concern, such as the present threats to religious liberty and the persistent Culture of Death, but we should not despair. Not only do we know Who wins in the end, but even today's broken world has good things to offer. Computers are facilitating new technologies and improved communications. Healthcare advances are saving and enhancing lives. International economic development is helping billions rise from poverty. Imagine how these modern-day advances in communication, healthcare, economic wealth, and other fields could be utilized for the Kingdom of God. Jesus once asked his disciples:
         “Do you understand all these things?” They answered, “Yes.” And he replied, “Then every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a household who brings from his storeroom both the new and the old.” 

(Matthew 13:51-52)
         To keep proper perspective today we must be neither naïve nor despondent. We should be conscious of both the dangers and the opportunities around us. These present times will surely try us, but there has yet to be an era of the Church that has not tested the saints. Our generation is called to be faithful witnesses to Christ’s Church and Sacred Tradition. As Scripture says: 
          “Anyone who is so ‘progressive’ as not to remain in the teaching of the Christ does not have God; [but] whoever remains in the teaching has the Father and the Son.”  (2nd John 1:9)
         The world may refuse to heed us as it recklessly marches on but we can still benefit ourselves, for this life and the next, by holding on to  timeless truths. Our Church has persevered through controversies and persecutions from its beginning. It challenged the Roman culture while making use of the best things it had to offer to introduce and spread the Kingdom of God on earth. That Kingdom endures to our day. By keeping what is good and rejecting what is evil, let us remain ever-faithful to Jesus Christ in our times.

************************************************
