SAINT WENCESLAUS PARISH
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 21, 2016
************************************************

Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com


Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass


************************************************

Contributions from August 13-14:

Adult Envelopes               
                         $887.00
Collection Plate                                                  $385.25
Youth Envelopes


                 $3.25

Donation:



            $300.00
Additional Unborn Memorial Donations  $1,081.00

************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Mon, August 22 – 8am       (Queenship of Mary) for:
Jack & Norma Slama
Tue, August 23 – 8am
              (Weekday) for:
Dale Duha by Dale & Bev Check


Wed, August 24 – 6:30pm
TV Masses at St. Wenceslaus


Thr, August 25 – 8am                           (St. Louis) for:
Bernard Boylen 
by Lonnie & Jane Achenbach

Fri, August 26 – 8am                            (Weekday) for:
John F. Wall by the Randy & Anne Kramer

Sat, Aug. 27 –4pm   (22nd Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
Patricia Rose by Lonnie & Jane Achenbach

Sun, Aug. 28–10am (22nd Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
The Living & Deceased 
of St. Wenceslaus & Sacred Heart

************************************************ 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, August 27th : 4pm
Lector: 
Brian Sipos 
Ushers:  
Loyde Beers & Mike Beers
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, August 28th  : 10am
Lector: 
Jane Achenbach
Ushers: 
Bob Fisher & Justin Fisher
Servers:        
Group E: Samuel Kramer, Lucas 
                                     Kramer, Jonah & Ethan Klema

Sunday, August 28th  Rosary Leaders:
               The Bill & Mary Turner Family

************************************************

Parish Announcements:
Coffee & Rolls
        Join us this Sunday for refreshments and friends after 10am Mass in Msgr. Baer Hall.
TV Masses
        On Wednesday, August 24th, beginning at 6:30pm, two diocesan TV Masses will be filmed at St. Wenceslaus church. Please join us to help represent our parish well.

Meat Collection

        Next weekend, August 27th-28th, we will have a second collection to defray the cost of the meats served at our Picnic & Homecoming. This collection enables those unable to volunteer to lend their financial support.
Picnic & Homecoming Food Donations
        Once again, we are welcoming food donations for our feast; including peeled potatoes, baked beans, shredded cabbage, cranberries, pickles, dinner rolls, pies, cakes, bars, and fresh produce for the produce stand. Please bring your potatoes and cakes to the church basement on Sunday morning. Pies, cakes, and all other food items may be brought to Msgr. Baer hall.
Becoming Catholic
        Do you or someone you know have an interest in learning more about Catholicism or joining the Catholic Church? Contact Father for details about this fall’s new RCIA program.

Men of the Cross Conference
        This Saturday, October 22nd, come discern how God would have us be the men he has called us to be at our second annual diocesan men’s conference at Our Lady of Peace Parish in Marshfield. Online registration is $30 per person and $40 at the door. Lunch is included. Register today at: menofthecross.org.
************************************************

         “If God send thee adversity, receive it in patience and give thanks to our Savior and think you that you have deserved it, and that He will make it turn to your advantage. If He send you prosperity, then thank Him humbly, so that you become not worse from pride or any other cause, when you ought to be better. For we should not fight against God with his own gifts.”
—St. Louis IX (1214 –1270 A.D.) 
in his last instructions to his son

************************************************

August Hospitality Activities:

     Church & Hall Cleaning 
Group #5
     Coffee & Rolls (August 21st)
Group #6

************************************************
How Many Will Be Saved?

        In this Sunday’s gospel, someone asks Jesus from the crowd, “Lord, will only a few people be saved?” Jesus replies, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter but will not be strong enough.” Instead of quoting some particular figure, like one million or ten billion souls, Jesus says, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate…” We are left to wonder: will the number saved in the end be numerous or few?
        In the Book of Revelation, St. John witnesses an abundant number of saints worshiping God in heaven. He beholds “a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue.” Note that this ‘countless multitude’ is different and much larger than the “one hundred and forty-four thousand marked from every tribe of the Israelites” that St. John enumerates several verses before. Jesus came to save souls not only from the twelve tribes of Israel. As the Lord declares through the prophet Isaiah in Sunday’s first reading, “I come to gather nations of every language; they shall come and see my glory.” Based on this, we can confidently say a great number will be saved.
        On the other hand, in this gospel’s parallel passage from St. Matthew, Jesus says, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and those who enter through it are many. How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few.” The ‘few’ who enter the narrow gate to life sounds smaller than the ‘many’ who do not. Based on this, it would seem that the number saved will be comparatively small.
        However, “few” and “many” are relative terms which depend upon the context. For example, more than 18,000 Olympic medals have been awarded in the modern summer and winter games and that is indeed many. But how many Olympic medalists have you ever met? Probably only a few at most. In a more tragic example, around 130,000 Americans die annually in accidents and that is awfully many. But at the same time, roughly 99.96% of Americans do not perish in accidents each year, making the 0.04% who do relatively few. The word “many” sometimes refers to a majority of people, but not always. 

        Jesus Christ suffered and died on the cross to redeem all mankind. Even if there were just one sinner on earth in all of human history, it seems that Jesus would have become man to offer himself for just him, or her, or you. Suppose that the number of human souls condemned on the last day turns out only to be a dozen. Knowing how much he loves each person, will not those twelve feel like many in the heart of Jesus and those billions he saves
seem far too few? In any case, Jesus never reveals to us whether most human beings will(
Mary, the World’s First Love

        “When Whistler painted the picture of his mother, did he not have the image of her in his mind before he ever gathered his colors on his palette? If you could have preexisted your mother (not artistically, but really), would you not have made her the most perfect woman that ever lived—one so beautiful she would have been the sweet envy of all women, and one so gentle and so merciful that all other mothers would have sought to imitate her virtues? Why, then, should we think that God would do otherwise? When Whistler was complimented on the portrait of his mother, he said, "You know how it is; one tries to make one's Mummy just as nice as he can." When God became Man, He too, I believe, would make His Mother as nice as He could—and that would make her a perfect Mother. 
        She existed in the Divine Mind as an Eternal Thought before there were any mothers. She is the Mother of mothers — 
she is the world's first love.”
—Venerable Fulton Sheen (1895–1979 A.D.) in The World's First Love: Mary, Mother of God
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be saved or lost. Either outcome is possible.
        Why was Jesus not more clear about exactly how many people would be saved? Because Jesus knew such knowledge would be dangerous for us. He knew that if we were told most would be saved in the end, it would lead us into dangerous presumption. If we were told that most people would be lost, he knew it would cause despair. “He did not need anyone to testify about human nature. He himself understood it well.” (John 2:25)

        Instead of providing us with some number or percentage, Jesus gives us some much more valuable and beneficial advice: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate (for whether you are saved or not depends, in part, on you.)” God “wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.” (1st Timothy 2:4) And “as many as did accept him, [Jesus] gave power to become children of God.” (John 1:12) Let us strive to cooperate with God, let us accept the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our lives, so that we may be numbered among “the few” who are saved and enter into life.

************************************************
