 SAINT WENCESLAUS PARISH
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
October 2, 2016
************************************************
Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com


Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass


************************************************

Contributions from September 24-25:

Adult Envelopes         
                  
         $1,138.00
Collection Plate                                                   $455.23
Youth Envelopes


                 $1.50
Votive Candle Donations


 $89.00

************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Monday, Oct. 3rd – Friday, Oct. 7th 
[No Daily Masses]

Sat, Oct. 8 –4pm       (28th Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
Merrill McMillin by Robert McMillin

Sun, Oct. 9 –10am    (28th Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
The Living & Deceased
of St. Wenceslaus & Sacred Heart

************************************************ 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, October 8th : 4pm
Lector: 
Gloria Wall  
Ushers:  
Loyde Beers & Mike Beers
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, October 9th  : 10am
Lector: 
Tom Martin
Ushers: 
Bob Fisher & Justin Fisher
Servers:        
Group D: Gabe & Jacob Martin, 

 
              Kamren Bachman, Dylan Wright

Sunday, October 9th  Rosary Leaders:
               The Tom & Sharon Martin Family

************************************************ 

Pope Francis’ October Prayer Intentions

General Intention: Journalists

That journalists, in carrying out their work, 
may always be motivated by respect for truth 
and a strong sense of ethics.
Evangelization: World Mission Day

That World Mission Day may renew within all Christian communities the joy of the Gospel 
and the responsibility to announce it.


************************************************
Parish Announcements:
Soldiers Grove Church Dinner

        This Sunday, October 2nd, come to St. Philip’s Roast Beef Dinner & Bazaar from 11am to 2pm. It also features games, beer tent, baked goods, produce, and a raffle drawing at 2:30pm. Adults eat for $10, ages 6-to-12 are $5, kids under six are free, and carryouts are +50¢. Call 624-5498 for details.
No Daily Mass

        This Monday through Friday, Fr. Feltes will be away on his annual spiritual retreat at Mundelein Seminary in Illinois. And so, there will be no daily Masses this week at St. Wenceslaus.

Another Pilgrimage to Green Bay’s Shrine

        St. Charles’ PCCW in Genoa is inviting us to join their pilgrimage this Wednesday, October 5th to the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help. A coach bus will leave their church parking lot at 5:30am and return about 7:30-8 pm. The costs are $25 for the bus and about $12 for catered lunch at the shrine. Call Anne Marie at 648-3450 to register.

Rural Life Day

        This Friday, October 7th, St. Joseph’s Parish in Menomonie will host our diocese’s Rural Life Day festivities. (Last year, St. Wenceslaus successfully hosted this event.) Call Bill or Mary Turner at 735-4650 for carpooling opportunities.
Sue’s Fun Run

        This Saturday, October 8th, this annual community run will raise funds to support families undergoing health treatments in our area. The event goes from 7:30am to 11am. Contact Joanne Prew at 874-4542 for details.

Diocesan Annual Appeal
        The week of October 9th marks the beginning of our parish’s annual appeal drive. This year’s goal for St. Wenceslaus is $13,717, and $5,522 for Sacred Heart. Please give generously to the worthy effort.
Men of the Cross Conference
        Come Saturday, October 22nd, to our second annual diocesan men’s conference at Our Lady of Peace Parish in Marshfield. Registration is $30 per person online or $40 at the door. Lunch is included. Register online at menofthecross.org.
************************************************

October Hospitality Activities:

Soup & Sandwich Supper (Oct 1st) Groups #1&3

Coffee & Rolls (Oct 16th) 
 
 Group #2
Church & Hall Cleaning
 
 Group #1


************************************************
Catholics Who Moved Mountains
        Jesus said his apostles, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.” On another occasion, he told his disciples, “Amen, I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
         Though I have yet to come across any cases of saints transplanting foliage or excavating stones through the power of faith, there are many historically-documented incidents of Catholics achieving the seemingly-impossible by their faith.

St. John Paul II and the Soviet Union’s Fall

        Karol Wojtyła barely survived the Nazi’s occupation of Poland, but once that evil was defeated the Soviet Union replaced them. As parish priest and later as an archbishop, Wojtyła championed the Catholic Faith against the atheistic communists’ religious persecution. Upon his election as pope in 1978, John Paul II’s first papal journey abroad was to go back to his homeland. 
        While there, he celebrated an outdoor Mass before millions, proclaiming Jesus’ words, "Be not afraid!" The crowd shouted in reply, “We want God! We want God! We want God!” Speaking in defense of human dignity, he encouraged all people to peacefully pursue true freedom. The threat posed by this Polish pope (armed merely with his words, example, and prayers) was so potent that the Soviets may have ordered his nearly successful assassination in 1981.
        On the 1984 Feast of the Annunciation, Pope John Paul consecrated Russia (along with the whole world) to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, just as she had requested in her appearances at Fatima, Portugal in 1917. On Christmas Day, seven years later, a miracle was realized. Mikhail Gorbachev peacefully resigned as the President of the Soviet Union and from atop the Kremlin, the Soviet flag was lowered forever. The “Evil Empire” ended not by a thousand Sun-bright nuclear blasts, but through the peaceful power of God and the faithfulness of his holy, humble servant.   
St. Joan of Arc’s Liberation of France

        In the 15th century, France was delivered from English domination by history’s most-unlikely military commander; a teenage peasant girl. Joan had no military training, but she was compelled by visions and the voices of Sts. Michael, Catherine, and Margaret to lead the French forces, drive out the English, and see prince Charles VII crowned king at Reims. With divine help, she achieved all these feats before her martyrdom at the hand of the English at the age of nineteen. Mark Twain (though not generally a fan of historic Christianity) wrote of her, “Whatever thing men call great, look for it in Joan of Arc, and there you will find it. … It took six thousand years to produce her; her like will not be seen in the earth again in fifty thousand. ...  She is easily and by far the most extraordinary person the human race has ever produced.” St. Joan was great, but her glory was but the reflection of God’s.
************************************************

 

Fleming’s Discovery of Penicillin

        History has seen many great Catholic scientists, including Copernicus (Sun-centrism), Bacon (the scientific method), Descartes (modern geometry), Mendel (genetics), Pasteur (microbiology), and Lemaître (the Big Bang Theory) just to name a handful. But one Catholic scientist’s search for effective antibiotics in the early 20th century saved an estimated two hundred million lives. 
        Through insights occasioned by providential occurrences, Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin. In this, he saw himself employed as God’s instrument: “I can only suppose that God wanted penicillin, and that this was his reason for creating Alexander Fleming.”

St. Patrick’s Conversion of Ireland

        In the 5th century, a 16-year-old boy was kidnapped from Britain and sold into slavery on a distant, pagan isle. There he experienced a spiritual awakening. He tells us, “I used to stay out in the forests and on the mountain and I would wake up before daylight to pray in the snow, in icy coldness, in rain, and I used to feel neither ill nor any slothfulness, because, as I now see, the Spirit was burning in me at that time. And it was there of course that one night in my sleep I heard a voice saying to me: ‘You do well to fast: soon you will depart for your home country.’ And again, a very short time later, there was a voice prophesying: ‘Behold, your ship is ready.’ And it was not close by, but, as it happened, two hundred miles away, where I had never been nor knew any person. And shortly thereafter I turned about and fled from the man with whom I had been for six years, and I came, by the power of God who directed my route to advantage (and I was afraid of nothing), until I reached that ship.” 
        Lead on by this faith, he went on to become a priest, a bishop, and a missionary to the land of his former bondage. Today we think of Ireland as a very Catholic country, but it only became so through the courageous faith of St. Patrick.

Our Lord’s Redemption of the World

        In the 1st century, by his short three-year ministry in a backwater of the Roman Empire, this poor man from Nazareth transformed the world forever. Jesus Christ is the pattern for all fruitful disciples who have followed him since, achieving the impossible through faith and the power of God. One anonymous author describes Christ in these words:

       Greatest man in history, named Jesus. 
       Had no servants, yet they called Him Master. 
       Had no degree, yet they called Him Teacher. 
       Had no medicines, yet they called Him Healer. 
       He had no army, yet kings feared Him. 
       He won no military battles, 
                                  yet He conquered the world. 
       He committed no crime, yet they crucified Him. 
       He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today.

************************************************
