 SAINT WENCESLAUS PARISH
1st Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2016
************************************************
Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com


Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass


************************************************

Contributions from November 1:

Adult Envelopes         
                  
            $109.00
Collection Plate                                                    $30.00
Contributions from November 5-6:

Adult Envelopes         
                  
          $1,162.00
Collection Plate                                                  $201.00
Youth Envelopes


                 $1.00
Votive Candle Donations                                   $89.00
U.S. Military Archdiocese Plate
            $227.00
U.S. Military Archdiocese Adult Envelopes $100.00
Contributions from November 12-13:

Adult Envelopes         
                  
         $1,032.00
Collection Plate                                                  $283.00
Youth Envelopes


                 $2.25
Donation




$50.00
PCCW Election Day Bake Sale
             $136.40
Coffee & Rolls (Group #3)


 $63.00

Contributions from November 19-20:

Adult Envelopes         
                  
         1,000.00
Collection Plate                                                  $462.10
Youth Envelopes


                 $3.51
Votive Candle Donations                                   $94.00
************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Mon, Nov. 28 – 8am     
              (Weekday) for:
David Jensen by Lonnie & Jane Achenbach
Tue, Nov. 29 – 8am      (St. Andrew the Apostle) for:                    
Jack & Norma Slama
Wed, Nov. 30 – 8am                             (Weekday) for:
Dale Duha by Tom & Joyce Fisher

Thr, Dec. 1 – 8am  
                           (Weekday) for:
Living & Deceased Members
of the Al Morovits Family

Fri, Dec. 2 – 8am    (Votive of the Sacred Heart) for:
John Fisher by Betty Fisher & Family

Sat, Dec. 3 – 4pm             (2nd Sunday of Advent) for:
Merrill McMillin by Robert McMillin

Sun, Dec. 4 – 10am          (2nd Sunday of Advent) for:
The Living & Deceased Members 
of St. Wenceslaus & Sacred Heart

************************************************ 

Parish Announcements:
Advent Penance Service
        This Sunday, November 27th several priests will be on hand to hear confessions at 4pm at St. Wenceslaus Church. St. John’s in PdC will host another penance service opportunity next Sunday, December 4th at 4pm.
Holy Hour

        Confessions will also be available after this Sunday’s 10am Mass during our Holy Hour (though please give any CCD students first preference.)
Christmas Baskets

        Please bring food items to the far end of Msgr. Baer Hall for Christmas baskets. Our Mercy Workers group will use them to make baskets for shut-ins and other households on Sunday, December 18th.


Christmas Potluck
        Join us Sunday, December 18th for our annual Christmas Potluck in Msgr. Baer Hall after 10am Mass. Our CCD children will be presenting Lessons and Carols.

My Parish App

        Text “App” to “88202” to download the free myParish app, or visit: myparishapp.com.

Pro-Life Group

        Next Saturday, December 3rd our area’s new pro-life group will have its (rescheduled) inaugural meeting at 11am in Msgr. Baer Hall.
************************************************
Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, December 3rd : 4pm
Lector: 
Roger Wall  
Ushers:  
Ron Colson & Charles Linder
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, December 4th : 10am
Lector: 
Donnie Fisher
Ushers: 
Sam Tesar & Dan Sprosty
Servers:        
Group D: Gabe & Jacob Martin, 

 
                   Kamren Bachman, Dylan Wright

Sunday, December 4th  Rosary Leaders:
The Don & Toni Lenzendorf Family
************************************************
December Hospitality Activities:

Church & Hall Cleaning
 
 Group #3
Christmas Potluck (Dec. 18th)  
 All Groups
Soup and Sandwich (Dec. 3rd)        Groups #5&6

************************************************

Ten Preparations for Dying Well
        Make the preparations your funeral years before it arrives. Do you have any preferences concerning your headstone and gravesite, Mass  readings and hymns, funeral home and parish? Making these details known to your family members in advance will ensure your wishes are met and spare them later stress in a difficult time.
        Talk about your future passing with your loved ones. They otherwise may be too afraid to raise the topic of death. Yet such conversations can be an opportunity for faith-sharing, a cause of greater peace of mind for you, and a consolation to them down the road.

        Deathbed conversions do happen, but rarely. Most people die as they have made a habit of living. Do not put off your personal conversion.
        Practice daily prayer, at least weekly communion, regular (even monthly) confession, and constant Christian virtue. 

        Keep in mind the ancient Latin phrase Memento mori: “Remember that you have to die." And heed, also, the wisdom of Sirach 7:36: "In all you do, remember the end of your life, and then you will never sin." 
        Tell the most important people in your life the most important phrases in life: “I’m sorry,” “Please,” “Thank you,” and “I love you.” Say these things to friends, family, and God often.

        Prepare an “advanced directive” and designate a trusted person as your “medical power of attorney” in case you become incapable of making your own health care decisions. (Otherwise you could be deprived of the ordinary care Catholic medical ethics require; for example, by being deprived of nutrition and hydration.) These legal documents can be freely downloaded and completed from Pro-Life Wisconsin.

        Receive the Sacrament of Anointing in light of serious illness or surgery (i.e., general anesthetic.) As the Catholic Catechism says, "The anointing of the sick is not a sacrament for those only who are at the point of death. Hence, as soon as anyone of the faithful begins to be in danger of death from sickness or old age, the fitting time for him to receive this sacrament has certainly already arrived."

        Pray for help from the patron saint of a happy death, St. Joseph, who likely died with Jesus and Mary with him at his bedside.

        Explore an excellent website created by the Roman Catholic Church of England and Wales: ArtOfDyingWell.org
************************************************
Advent Questions & Answers

What is an “advent?”
        An “advent” is the coming of something extremely important. The word “advent” is from the Latin word for “arrival.”

What is the Advent season for?
        We are preparing for Jesus Christ’s coming at Christmas and at this world’s end.

How many years ago was Jesus born?
        The first Christmas was about 2,016 years ago. It is fitting that his birth is the basis for our calendar because Jesus Christ is the center of human history.

When will Jesus come again in glory?
        We do not know precisely, so we are to be always ready and prepared for Him.

Why are Isaiah and John the Baptist so prominent in Advent’s Sunday readings?
        These two prophets preached about the Jewish Messiah’s coming and about the Kingdom of God He would establish.

What does purple symbolize for Advent?
        In the ancient world, purple was associated with royalty. It is a color for Advent since Jesus is coming to us as the King of Kings.

Why does Advent have a wreath with four candles?

        The circle of evergreen branches symbolizes the eternal, everlasting life which Jesus comes to bring to all four-corners of the earth. The candles are lit to mark the four Sundays of Advent preceding Christmas.

Why is one of the candles different?
        One of the candles is rose-colored to mark the Third Sunday of Advent, which we call “Gaudete Sunday.”

What’s special about Gaudete Sunday?
        Reaching this Sunday means that we have passed the halfway-point on our Advent journey to Christmas. “Gaudete” means “Rejoice” in Latin.
************************************************
        The young princess St. Elizabeth of Hungary (1207-1231 AD) often led her friends to the cemetery and said to them, “Remember that we too shall one day be but dust.” Then, when they had reached the cemetery’s charnel-house for bones, she would say, “Here lie the bones of the dead; these people were once living like us, and are now dead as we shall be; that is why we must love God. Let us kneel down, and say together, ‘Lord, by Thy cruel death, and by Thy dear mother Mary, deliver these poor souls from their sufferings; Lord, by Thy five sacred wounds save us.’” 

************************************************
