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Father Victor Feltes, Pastor

P.O. Box 109, Eastman, WI. 54626

Rectory  (608) 874 – 4151
victorfeltes@gmail.com

Saturday Evening Mass 4PM - Sunday Mass 10AM

Confession Available Before Every Mass

************************************************

Contributions from December 24-25:

Adult Envelopes         
                                   $2,898.00

Collection Plate                                                  $622.67
Christmas Flower Donations

              $60.00

************************************************

Mass Schedule:
Monday, Jan. 9 – Friday, Jan. 13

No Daily Masses

Sat, Jan. 14 – 4pm     (2nd Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
Chole Liedtke by Melanie Fisher

Sun, Jan. 15 – 10am   (2nd Sunday in Ord. Time) for:
The Living & Deceased 
of St. Wenceslaus & Sacred Heart

************************************************ 

Upcoming Liturgical Roles:
Saturday, January 14th : 4pm
Lector: 
Ken Myers
Ushers:  
Ron Colson & Charles Linder
Servers:        Any Available Servers
Sunday, January 15th : 10am
Lector: 
Greg Fisher
Ushers: 
Sam Tesar & Dan Sprosty
Servers:        
Group C: Chad Achenbach, Lucas

                                  Kramer, Joey & Owen Oppreicht

Sunday, January 15th Rosary Leaders:
The Tom & Sharon Martin Family

************************************************ 

January Hospitality Activities:

Church & Hall Cleaning

  Group #4
Christmas Potluck (Jan. 8th)

  All Groups
Coffee & Rolls (Jan. 15th)

  Group #5

************************************************

         “The perfection of learning is to know God
 in such a way that, though you realize he is knowable, yet you know him as indescribable.”

— St. Hilary of Poitiers (310–367 A.D.)
************************************************
Parish Announcements:
Christmas Season Potluck
        Join us this Sunday, January 8th after Mass for our Christmas Potluck in Msgr. Baer Hall. Our CCD children will present their Lessons & Carols. Christmas gift basket making to follow.
Christmas Flower Donations
        To dedicate a gift to fund this year’s beautiful array of red poinsettias, please drop a clearly written envelope into the collection basket. The list of dedicated donations will appear in the January 22nd bulletin.

PCCW Meeting
        Our Parish Council of Catholic Women will meet this Tuesday, January 10th at 7pm in Msgr. Baer Hall. All ladies of our parish are kindly invited to attend.

Father Away This Week
        Father will be away from January 9th to 13th for his final week of spiritual direction training in Illinois. There will be no weekday Masses this week. Talk to Father to arrange or learn more about spiritual direction.
Sacred Heart Soup Supper
        Come Sunday, January 15th at 11am for lunch at Sacred Heart in Wauzeka. The proceeds of this annual fundraiser support their CCD program. 
Special Wauzeka Mass Time

        Next Sunday, January 15th the Mass at Sacred Heart in Wauzeka will be at 10am Mass. (Msgr. Robert Hundt will celebrate Sunday’s 10am at St. Wenceslaus in Eastman.)

Next Pastoral Council Meeting

        Next Monday, January 16th at 7pm our Pastoral Council will meet in the Rectory.
Epiphany House Blessing
        Grab a piece of blessed chalk in the back of church to bless you house this Sunday. (More details on back of this bulletin.)

************************************************

Christ’s Flesh as Dragon-Bait
By St. Maximus the Confessor (580–662 A.D.)

        Here is the reason why God became a perfect man, changing nothing of human nature, except to take away sin (which was never natural anyway). His flesh was set before that voracious, gaping dragon as bait to provoke him: flesh that would be deadly for the dragon, for it would utterly destroy him by the power of the Godhead hidden within it. For human nature, however, his flesh would restore human nature to its original grace.

        Just as the devil had poisoned the tree of knowledge and spoiled our nature by its taste, so too, in presuming to devour the Lord’s flesh he himself is corrupted and is completely destroyed by the power of the Godhead hidden within it.

************************************************
Reflections on the Season
By Venerable Bp. Fulton J. Sheen (1895–1979 A.D.)

◊  If Christmas were just the birthday of a great teacher, like Socrates or Buddha, it would never have split time into two, so that all history before the advent of Christ is called B.C. and all history after, A.D.

◊  The Christmas message is not that peace will come automatically, because Christ is born in Bethlehem; that birth in Bethlehem was the prelude to His birth in our hearts by grace and faith and love. Peace belongs only to those who will to have it. If there is no peace in the world today, it is not because Christ did not come; it is because we did not let Him in.
◊  There were only two classes of people who heard the cry Christmas night: shepherds and wise men. Shepherds: those who know they know nothing. Wise men: those who know they do not know everything.

◊  The Magi came from the East. How did they know about Christ? Probably from the prophecy of Daniel concerning the seventy weeks of the years; they counted the revolution of the stars. In any case, they knew, and they brought gold because He was a king, incense because He was a priest, but also myrrh. That’s the way He was buried, with a hundred pounds of spices and myrrh. What would our mothers have thought if the neighbors brought in embalming fluid when we were born?

◊  Matthew 2:12 says, ‘God warned the Wise Men not to return to Herod; they returned home another way.’ No one who ever meets Christ with a good will returns the same way as he came.

◊  Let those who think that the Church pays too much attention to Mary give heed to the fact that Our Blessed Lord Himself gave ten times as much of his life to her as He gave to His Apostles. [That is, thirty years compared to three years of ministry.]

************************************************

God Became Man So That
Man Might Become Like God
By St. Augustine of Hippo (354–430 A.D.)

        Beloved, our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal creator of all things, today became our Savior by being born of a mother. Of his own will he was born for us today, in time, so that he could lead us to his Father’s eternity. God became man so that man might become God. The Lord of angels became man today so that man could eat the bread of angels.
        Today, the prophecy is fulfilled that said: Pour down, heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the just one: let the earth be opened and bring forth a savior. The Lord who had created all things is himself now created, so that he who was lost would be found. Thus man, in the words of the psalmist, confesses: Before I was humbled, I sinned. Man sinned and became guilty; God is born a man to free man from his guilt. Man fell, but God 

************************************************
The Epiphany House Blessing
        About two thousand and seventeen years ago, learned men from the East (called Magi) journeyed to Bethlehem. A tradition tells their names as Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They entered the house of the Holy Family, they honored the newborn King with their worship and gifts, and they were blessed by Him in return. On this weekend’s Feast of the Epiphany, your families can ask for God’s blessing on your home and commemorate the wise men’s visit.

        Taking blessed chalk, gather your family at your main entryway. Next, chalk the following text upon the front door lintel or your front porch step:
20 + C + M + B + 17
        The first and last numbers combine to represent the year (2017), while the three letters recall the initials of the three Magis’ names and evoke the Latin phrase Christus Mansionem Benedictat, which means, “May Christ bless the house.” Finally, the father or the head of the family offers the following prayer:

         “May all who come to our home this year rejoice to find Christ living among us; and may we seek and serve, in everyone we meet, that same Jesus who is your incarnate Word, now and forever. Amen.

        God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten One to every nation by the guidance of a star. Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your love. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.

        Loving God, bless this household. May we be blessed with health, goodness of heart, gentleness, and abiding in your will. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen.”

        Since any leftover chalk is blessed, you ought not simply throw it away with the trash. Blessed items, in general, should be disposed of through burial or burning. So, unless you want to save the remaining chalk until next year, you can bury it in the yard or return it to the parish. 
************************************************


descended; man fell miserably, but God descended mercifully; man fell through pride, God descended with his grace.

        My brethren, what miracles! What prodigies! The laws of nature are changed in the case of man. God is born. A virgin becomes pregnant with man. The Word of God marries the woman who knows no man. She is now at the same time both mother and virgin. She becomes a mother, yet she remains a virgin. The virgin bears a son, yet she does not know man; she remains untouched, yet she is not barren. He alone was born without sin, for she bore him without the embrace of a man, not by the concupiscence of the flesh but by the obedience of the mind.
************************************************
